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Invitation for a Special Session on Entrepreneurship Ecosystems at the Baltic Dynamics 2016

Entrepreneurial Hotspots this time: Mannheim (NEW), Berlin, Dresden
New on SPICA World Map: Armenia, Belgium, Croatia, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Netherlands, Poland,

Portugal, Spain, and USA

(see page 14)

Reports from Australia, Belgium, El Salvador, Germany, Ghana, Hong Kong, India, Israel, Kenya, Latvia,
Netherlands, Portugal, Singapore, Switzerland, Tunisia, and USA

Dear Member and Reader;

Soon two conferences with tradition will open doors in Europe: The Baltic Dynamics, this time in Riga, Latvia and
the Annual BVIZ conference in Mannheim, Germany. In this newsletter you find more information about these

events organized by members of SPICE Group...

We also present information about activities in innovation and entrepreneurship support from around the planet
and added a new city to our “Entrepreneurial Hotspots” series: Mannheim, Germany.

Australian Telcom Testra backs accelerators in Sydney and Singapore

The acceleration program muru-D is venturing out from
Australia (Sydney and Brisbane) to Singapore with its

Since 1854 Testra Australia has devel-
oped from installing its first telegraph
post to a leading provider of telecom
services on the continent with a 4G
network The company, now present in 22 countries (in-
cluding China), has 16.9 million mobile service, 7.2
million land line, and 3.3 million retail fixed broadband

service customers.

In 2013 Testra entered into business acceleration with the
muru-D accelerator in Sydney that was followed by a
partnership with River City Labs in Brisbane. River City
Labs, located in the middle of historic Brishane, through
this partnership makes a move from a successful co- work-
ing community of more than 100 members to providing
accelerations services.

The muru-D accelerator invests equity (in exchange for a
minority stake) in selected startups and guides them

through a six-months program ... continued on page 7 ...

The Entrepreneurial West Coast of Europe

The Startup Fest Europe was part of the initiative Startup
Delta that was set up to push the Netherlands up on the
global ranking scale of startup ecosystems.

Startup Fest Europe was held May 24 — 28, 2016 in
various locations all around the Netherlands to bring
together founders, investors, business leaders, developers
corporates, scientists and policy makers around specific

themes, such as Food & Agri, FinTech, High Tech, Water
Tech, Energy, Health Tech, Hard Science,

ence Web/Mobile and Smart Cities.
Background of this event was the
presidency of the European Union
held by The Netherlands for the
first half of 2016. The Startup Fest
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... continued on page 8...

Baltic Dynamics 2016 in Riga, Latvia
"~ The 21% International conference
G 7 {.‘A bm

., on Innovation “Innovation and

4
Technology  Convergence
Strategy for Smart Growth* will

be held in Riga, September 15 — 16, 2016, organized by

BASTIC. More details about this event are available on

page 4 of this newsletter.

Contact: Ints Viksna, email, Conference website

Innovation Centers 5.0

The annual conference of BlZ (German

Innovation center association) ”’Innovation

Centers 5.0” will be held in Mannheim,

hosted by mg:mannheimer griinderzentren

September 25 - 27, 2016. More details about this event
and the Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Mannheim are
available on page 8 of this newsletter.

Contact: email, Conference website
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Startup Melt in Berlin

The first Startup Melt Berlin is organized by Startup
Germany under the headline “Future Media” to cover
journalism, gaming, film, TV, VR, blogs, music, and
more. The media industry during recent years experi-
enced a dramatic shift to digital platforms and it is
still unclear what this industry will look like in the
near future. An indication for the changes ahead is
the active involvement of big media players in accel-
eration. Now, building on the experience gained from
ten “Startup Weekends” Startup Germany with the
upcoming event will bring together industry experts
and creative, entrepreneurial people to come up with
and develop new ideas and businesses.

Startup Melt will be held July 16 — 17, 2016 in Berlin
- a weekend workshop focusing on innovative product
ideas, professional exchange, and tomorrow’s entre-
preneurs. During the event, designers, software and

web developers as well as business and marketing ex-

perts, meet to form new teams and collaboratively work

on new business ideas to come up a “Minimum-Viable-

Product” including customer validation, market research,

and business model develop-

ment. Experienced mentors

will accompany the teams
— throughout the weekend.

At the end pitches in front of a panel of high level indus-

try experts will provide feedback to all participants and

award prizes (workspace, mentoring, resources. etc.) to

the selected winners.

Early Bird tickets now are available online

Website For more information see website

Contact: Startup Germany, Shirin Kamali, email

SDO Profile Startup Germany

SDO Profile Made in New York Media Center

STARTUP MELT
FUTURE MEDIA
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InBIA Business Incubation Certificate Program now available Online
The InBIA's certificate program consists of four program requires participants to complete all four courses:

courses that in earlier years have been made available
in the pre-conference workshops. At the end of the
program, after having attended all curses, participants
could acquire the widely recognized “InBIA Busi-
ness Incubation Certificate”. Now, for first time all
courses are available for online ™

training of all four courses. ﬁ»-\
This training program has been

designed in partnership with ’] Ia
seasoned industry practitioners, ;
subject matter experts, and in-

structional designers to ensure the highest quality
curriculum available for business incubation profes-
sionals. InBIA has designed this Business Incubation
Management (BIM) Certificate Program for manag-
ers and professional staff of incubators, accelerators,
co-working spaces, maker spaces and other entrepre-
neurial support organizations. The BIM Certificate

e Course 1: Establishing Successful Entrepreneur-
ship Programs

Course 2: Guiding Companies: Leveraging Re-
sources and Strategies

Course 3: Finance and Operations for Sustainable
Entrepreneurship Programs

Course 4: Design and Management of Facilities
that Serve Entrepreneurs

The courses do not have to be taken at one time. However,
all four courses should be completed within a 24-month
window. More information about the content of these
courses as well as conditions, training schedules, skills
prerequisites, and technical requirements is available on
the InBIA website.

The first course started beginning of May. But it is worth
checking the schedule for further offers.

Contact: Michelle Kepple, email

SDO Profile: InBIA

Belgium - Create a Community of Student Entrepreneurs

Start Me Up aims to create and energize the first stu-
dent community of entrepreneurs in the region of

Charleroi, Belgium. The competitions started with first
preliminaries in 2014 and invited to apply by end of
October. Since then applicants (students of secondary
or higher schools in the region of Charleroi - Sud Hai-
naut) went through the initial process and from No-
vember 2015 worked in the co-working space Switch
on their projects supported by mentors and fueled with
knowledge and contacts though workshops, events, and
community meetups. From initial 30 applicants in the
first phase 11 were selected and 8 student entrepre-

neurs made it to the final at the closing event at Charle-
roi Expo (held on Thursday April 21, 2016)

The Challenge was initiated

— START ME . - .
@ by the business incubation
O B ® U P center CEEI Heracles, the co-
cHALLEnce Working  space  Switch, the

ENSEMBLE, VOS % w0 advertising  agency Subawa
and supported by the Economic Promotion Agency.
Now registration is open online for the 2016-2017
season of Start Me Up Challenge.

Contact: Center Heracles, Marc Dewulf, email
SDO Profile: CEEI Heracles
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Are you interested in Entrepreneurship Ecosystems?

If you answer is yes and you are ready to present expe-
riences from you city or region and actively take part
in a discussion about the what and how you should not

Miss the special session on Entrepreneurship Ecosys-
tems at the Baltic Dynamics conference in Riga. For
more information send an email!
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Entrepreneurial Uprise in Amsterdam

In April this year the Uprise Festival in Amsterdam
brought together 775 startups in The Box, an event
venue in the harbor district of the city that is home to

many startups. Amsterdam
is known as one of the en-
trepreneurship hotspots of
Europe where startups bene-
AT 7 fit from the availability of
“old money” — good for the first financing of a new
business. But also the new (venture) capital is discov-
ering the city and crowdfunding is more popular than
in other places. Another advantage of Amsterdam is
that the population is “globally minded” based on the
cities’ centuries old history of global trade and migra-
tion — the city counts about 800,000 citizens from 178

nations. These global links to almost any corner of the
world are an excellent basis for startups initiated by inter-
national teams.

The Uprise Festival took place in a relaxed atmosphere —
as to be expected under the motto “No Talks, No Egos -
just Dive in” . For a report with personal impressions you
may have a look at an article by John Kennedy editor
ofsiliconrepublic , one of the leading resources of tech
news.

The next Uprise Festival is going back to where it was
started: Ireland. The event is scheduled for October 20,
2016 in Dublin. For more information visit te website of
Dublin Uprise Festival

Contact: Uprise Festival Dublin email

Website: http://dublin.uprisefestival.co/

10-Days Germany-India Energy Bootcamp in Berlin

GlZ, the Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale
Zusammenarbeit, is calling entrepreneurs from India
and Germany for a one of a kind bootcamp in Berlin
to explore cooperation and grow their social impact.
GIZ together with their partner or-
ganizations SAP, Bosch and Intel- =

lecap invited innovative start-ups in l g
the Energy Sector to this bootcamp. g
10 applicants were selected (5 Ger-

many,5 India) to participate in the 1.5-week bootcamp
to get the opportunity to interact with mentors, corpo-
rates, technology experts, and other key stakeholders.
The event is to develop products or services further,
validate business plans, exchange ideas, develop
synergies, to capitalise on enterprise showcase oppor-
tunities to corporates including Bosch and SAP and

build globally competitive businesses. All program relat-
ed cost for the participants (1 from each startup) is cov-
ered by GIZ India. To apply for the bootcamp, startups
had to be committed to make an impact in the energy
sector, offer innovative and creative product/service ideas
and solutions, provide evidence of market demand for the
product or service, had to have a business growth model
demonstrating potential for delivering scalable social and/
or environmental impact.

The applications were evaluated by renowned organiza-
tions such as Asha Impact, Infuse Ventures, Shakti Sus-
tainable Energy Foundation, Selco, Bosch, and Intellecap.
For more information see website

Contact in Germany: GIZ, Mareike Muller , email
Contact in India: G1Z, Priyanka Kohli, email

SDO Profile Social Impact Lab

Design-Driven Innovation — EBN Congress

The 25th EBN Congress intends to be a strong sup-
port to design-driven innovation across Europe and
the Action Plan for Design-Driven Innovation, as
well as to contribute to achieve the following aims of
the EU Commission:
- increase the use of design for innovation and
growth across Europe
- raise awareness of how design-driven inno-
vation increases efficiency in public services
and drives business growth;
- create capacity and competencies to deliver
these policies.
Background for this aim is the emerging recognition
that design-driven, non-technological innovation also
is a route to competitiveness. The economic signifi-
cance of design is based on its potential as an enabler
to create reliable, desirable, user-driven products and
services that are ecologically and economically re-
sponsible. Design for Innovation can contribute for:
- Business: good design delivers better products,
stronger brands, and new markets;
- Public Sector: good design puts people first,

2016

improving the experience and effectiveness of public
services;
- Policy: EU, national and regional policies can help
create the conditions for design-driven innovation
The EBN Congress 2016 will be held in Guimaraes,
Portugal, the NS
European Capi- 5 1
tal of Culture in I i
2012, European
Capital of
Sports in 2013,
and  preparing
now its candidature for the recognition of European Green
Capital. The city of ca. 55,000 inhabitants is considered by
the Portuguese to be the birthplace of national identity - a
unique and special city with a magnificently restored herit-
age (UNESCO World Cultural Heritage since 2001), cul-
tural and economic dynamics and by the feeling of belong-
ing of its people.
Contact EBN Events Team, email
SDO Profile EBN
Contact BIC Minho, email SDO Profile BIC Minho
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Fishburner Ladies Dine & Develop

Since April the Fishburner ladies meet once a month
to discuss goals, wins, and challenges over a lunch.
This 'Dine & Development' lunch was created by a
few Fishburners members as a social & support group
and was a great success already at the first event.

The co-working space firshburners has just celebrated
its fifth anniversary, moved to a four-time larger
space and now sails under the motto “where startups
start”. Also other regular events bring together the
community, for example, the monthly Burnpoint
meetups that are always focused on a specific topic.
But the fishburners’ co-workers do not only talk and
eat; they reach out for the world. Here just one exam-
ple: Annie Slattery, cofounder ConX that is based in

fishburners just moved to California to take part in the

Blackbox Connect program. This two week residential
: = program of “blackbox.vc” is aimed

at immersing international founders

in Slllcon Valley.
ConX was nominated to take part in Blackbox Connect by
the Fishburners team as part of a program focused on fe-
male founders. In Palo Alto, Annie Slattery will join 17
other entrepreneurs from 14 countries operating across
industries including health, financial services, agriculture,
and Internet of Things.

Contact fishburners email; blackbox, e
SDO Profile fishburners; blackbox
More details about ConX see Startup Daily report

mail

The Future of Mobility —

After a keynote by Paul Rojas (Free University of
Berlin / University of Nevada) “When robots invade
the streets - How autonomous cars change transpor-
tation”, a panel discussion will deal with the “Future

[YYO/A(:IAY) of Mobility”. However,

the most important part
Technology UNTER 35 of the event “Meet the

‘Innovators under 35°"
will be two sets of presentations of the competitors
from the awards "Innovator of the Year" and the
"Social Innovator of the Year".

This annual award has been initiated by the MIT
Technology Review of the Massachusetts Institute of

Innovator of the Year Award

Technology. The competition meanwhile is held in five
European countries. The German edition of the MIT Tech-
nology Review hosts the competition this year for the third
time. The exclusive Award ceremony on July 5, 2016 at
Quadriga Forum, Berlin will offer attendees to meet the
winners in person and to connect with innovators at the
subsequent dinner reception with venture capitalists, start-
up founders and representatives from the research depart-
ments of large companies.

The event is free, but places are limited. Online registra-
tion is required.

More information on website of Heise Events

Contact: Heise Events, Svenja Goltz

BALTIC DYNAMICS 2016 — with Special Session in Entrepreneurship Ecosystems

The 21% International conference on Innovation “In-

novation and Technology Convergence — Strategy

for Smart Growth“ will be held in Riga, Septem-
berl5 — 16, 2016. With this event BASTIC - Baltic

Association of Science/Technology Parks and Innova-

tion Centers, LTICA - Latvian Association of Tech-

nology Parks, Centers and Business Incubators —and

LTC Latvian Technological Center — LTC invite to

share experience and participate in the biggest event

on innovation in the Baltic States this year.

The main topics of the Baltic Dynamics 2016 will be

- Key factors for the successful business develop-
ment: Knowledge creation, technology transfer,
experience sharing, national and international co-
operation, partnerships;

- Innovation management;

- Regional Innovation Strategy (RIS): creation and
implementation, especially regarding smart cities,
green energy, and social innovation;

- Role of Universities in competence building for
smart growth;

- Role of Science / Technology Parks and Business
Incubators in setting-up and accelerating busi-
nesses;

- Centers of Competence: tool for
research and business cooperation;

- European Program Horizon 2020.

Since this conference is held SPICE Group has been
cooperating and supported programming as well as ac-
quisition of speakers. This time a special session on
Entrepreneurship Ecosystems is planned to be held.
m It has become common
L4 ¥osime  knowledge that individual or-
J4%  ganizations supporting entrepre-
& neurship and startups have lim-
ited effects only. With the spe-
cial session information and experiences will be shared
on the “how-to” create, maintain, and develop coopera-
tion between the players within a startup ecosystem.
Contributions are invited along the topics
— General understanding of the term “Entrepreneur-
ship Ecosystem” in your place, country or region?
Do the (potential) partners in ecosystems under-
stand its importance?
Different interests of participating players?
How to attract players not available?
Is there any ecosystem management?
How do entrepreneurs and startups make use of the
ecosystem?
The organizers of the Baltic Dynamics published a Call
for Papers. For more details visit website

Contact: Ints Viksna, email, Heinz Fiedler, email SDO
profiles: BASTIC, LTICAand LTC
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€ 725 million for German Startups and Early Growth Companies

In March 2016 two new instruments for Startup fi-
nancing started to work in Germany — an event im-
portant enough for big shots to attend: the German
Federal Minister of Economy and Energy Sigmar
Gabriel jointly with the Chairman of the European
Investment Fund (EIF) Pier Luigi Gilibert and KfwW
board member Dr. Ingrid Hengster launched the two
new instruments for venture capital in Germany:

- The Fund coparion with a volume of € 225
million to finance companies in the start-up
and early growth and

- The ERP / EIF Growth Facility with € 500
million for large-volume growth.

Minister Gabriel sees the German venture capital
market still too small relative to the economic
strength of the country as he said at the launching:
“We therefore need to improve the framework and

make our location more attractive for venture capital.”
The new funds are expected to make Germany more
attractive for venture capital.

Successful innovative companies that want to expand in

the domestic and interna-
C 0 pA R I D tional markets now often
do not find the needed
financing in Germany. With the Growth Facility such
companies in the capital-intensive growth phase now can
be addressed with up to € 20 million per investment. The
new facility, with a volume of € 500 million, will provide
co-financing and refinancing possibilities so that the
financing potential is expected to reach a total of one
billion Euros.
Pitches or investment proposals can be sent by email
Contact: coparion Christian Stein email
SDO Profile: Coparion

20 Students Projects presented at Demo Day in Tel Aviv

The annual Demo Day of NOVUS this year was held
on June 14, 2016 with 20 projects presented - results
of much hard work. The event focused on the rela-
tionship between aca-
demia and start-up. Eve-
ryone was welcome to
attend (free entrance), but
advance registration was
important.

NOVUS programs contribute both to the advance-
ment of knowledge and to the practice of entrepre-
neurship and innovation through hybrid, research and
practical based education. NOVUS team consists of
faculty in the areas of entrepreneurship, strategy and
innovation; and mentors that are leading figures in the
entrepreneurial, financial and startups arenas.
Israeli Entrepreneurship Program NOVUs was found-
ed in 2010 as an academic program supported by The
College of Management Academic Studies. This 8-

NOVUS
DEMO DAY

The Academy Meots the
"

months acceleration / incubation program does not take
equity has been set up for students with innovative ideas,
who wish to turn their idea into a venture. The students
go through an entrepreneurship progress, accompanied by
academic staff, serial entrepreneurs as mentors, incubator
managers, and business people from the lIsraeli ecosys-
tem. In addition, the students are accompanied by experts
from various fields, which are relevant to starting a new
venture.

The students study different strategies to establish and
manage a new venture, while having meetings, panels
with experts and investors, and in fact experiencing the
entrepreneurship world in small, in one academic year.
We collaborate with the Microsoft accelerator, where our
students accompany its ventures from their start, and take
part in market research, board meetings, and more.

For more information and registration visit the NOVUS
Demo Day website

Contact: Email, SDO Profile: Novus

“Coworking Europe ” this Year in Brussels

“Coworking Europe “since 2011 is an annual confer-
ence 2016 for the growing community of co-working

spaces. After events in Berlin, Paris, Barcelona, Lis-
bon and Milan this year this conference will be held
in Brussels, Belgium November 28 — 30, 2016. Or-
ganizers count more than 2.800 co-working spaces in
operation in Europe and expect up to500 attendees
from Europe, North America. Close to fifty speakers
and panelists will share their thoughts and best prac-
tices with the audience of co-working space opera-
tors, facility managers, as well as other stakeholders.

According conference organizers co-working is “the

; Sy emergence of a new type of
w COVEIL?o%EING interpersonal relationships
and on the development of exchange communities, with
people sharing values of openness, collaboration and read-
iness for change. Co-working spaces are reflective of the
emergence of new models and new expectations in the
business world and in the society in general. The move-
ment represents a wide variety of styles. It reaches out and
is expanding to new audiences.”

Coworking Europe is organized by SocialWorkplaces.com
and the Municipality of Brussels.

Contact: Jean-Yves Huwart email ; Conference website

The next NEXT will be held in Hamburg @ Reeperbahn

The next NEXT conference will be held
in Hamburg, September 22 + 23, 2016.
Since more than a decade is the event
for those who actively participate in

shaping the digital transformation. About 1.300 creative
minds, will join inspiration and networking and make their
company fit for the future.

Contact: email , conference website:
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Alexandria LaunchLabs - new Biotech Incubator in Manhattan

A new biotech campus, the Alexandria Center for
Life Science, is opening in Manhattan on East 29th
Street including an incubator for startups in the medi-
' : cal and pharmaceutical
fields. This incubator
also will have a seed
fund of $25 million pro-
vided Dby Alexandria
Venture Investments.
The developer of the
. state Equities is setting ca.
1.500 m? for the incubator, the Alexandria Launch-
Labs. Joel Marcus, the founder and chief executive of
the real estate investment trust, said "In New York
City, this kind of biotech space has been confined
mostly to academic and medical institutions. There's a
need for launch space that will help startups bridge
the gap to becoming venture-backed companies in the
private sector."

The incubator will offer lab and office space with the

option of renting individual work stations in a shared lab
setting or private suites that can accommodate bigger
companies. Rents start at $1,995 a month.

The incubator dovetails the growing popularity of co-
working spaces across the city in industries like media and
technology. Alexandria LaunchLabs will have a similar
appeal and sow the seeds of young companies which could
become bigger tenants at the Alexandria Center for Life
Science in the future.

So far, Alexandria’s complex is comprised of two build-
ings and the company plans to build a third and final
building with ca. 40.000 m? of space.

The incubator will take roughly half of the 14th floor in
the west tower and will open in the summer of 2017. In the
meantime, AlexandriaCenter for Lifs Science can ac-
commodate startups in other space at the campus until the
incubator is ready.

Contact: LanuchLab Tecm info@Ilaunchlabsnyc.com
SDO profile: Alexandria LaunchlLab

Source: Press release Alexandria LaunchLab

Technology does not accept Borders

In early June 2016 the Heidelberg Technology Park
held its annual breakfast, traditionally on the first day
of the BIO Convention in San Francisco. About 30
participants from the financial industry and biotech-
nology discussed capital markets and investment
opportunities in the US and Europe.

Looking at biotechnology companies the year 2015 in
the US was a record year with respect to investments
and IPOs: investment sums are getting larger, inves-
tors choose early development phases and NASDAQ
IPOs are at the agenda. Also in Europe biotech
hotspots like, for example, Heidelberg offer a grow-
ing number of attractive investment opportunities.
This analysis was the focus of the Technology Park
BIO Breakfast 2016, the ideal setting for presenta-
tions and discussions at the Silicon Valley Bank in
San Francisco. The former managing director of the
bank, Dr. Ken Wilcox welcomed the participants, a
mix of financial and industrial biotechnology profes-
sionals from the US and Europe. In his welcoming
speech be said, "Technology does not accept walls or
borders," and explained his commitment to the Tech-
nology Park BIO Breakfast: "Real innovation is al-
ways international! Thus, an innovation developed in
Heidelberg also has to be groundbreaking in San
Francisco to become successful." Ken Wilcox is also
a member of the Heidelberg Club International,
which links scientists, entrepreneurs and activists in
12 chapters, among others in San Francisco, New
York, Shanghai, Beijing.

David Sabow, who is responsible for the life science
sector of Silicon Valley Bank, provided a brief over-
view of investments in biotechnology in the United
States where - despite high financial risks - increas-
ingly investments in biotechnology, diagnostics and
Imedical increase. A trend, expected continue in 2016,

IReport and photos: Technology Park Heidelberg Press release

although figures of 2015 already were outstanding.

Dr. André Domin, CEO of Technology Park Heidelberg,
eventually reported on the development of the technology
park for 2017 and 2018 and stressed in particular the role
of technology parks representing the interests of high-tech
industry and academia. "More and more young famllles
and young scien- !

tists are coming to
Heidelberg. It is
one of the core
tasks of the Tech-
nology Park, to
represent the
interests of grow-

ing businesses. In ik ' e Al
addition, the task : ‘ M ,
is to advise research INSHULIONS &N the univers y hOW t0

develop business models and start businesses. In the Hei-
delberg area - as in the Bay Area — are excellent research
institutions as well as biotech and software companies.
Technology parks support their cooperation and actively
promote promising start-up projects.

In recent years the Startup Ecosystem of the Heidelberg
area has developed successfully, as Dr. Thomas Prexl,
Managing Director of Heidelberg Startup Partners e.V,
stated in conclusion. He also outlined the structure
of the Heidelberg Startup Partners Hightech Accelerators;
a program pursued aiming to facilitate entrepreneurs’
access to international venture capital.

The subsequent joint breakfast offered enough space for
networking international guests and to discuss funding
opportunities for life science Startups.

Contact: Andre Domin, email

SDO Profile: Technology Park Park Heidelberg; Heidel-
berg Startup Partners
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FinTech Startups in Switzerland get organized

It is not a surprise that Switzerland as a rapidly grow-
ing number of FinTech startups. The country is
known as a global financial center. But, as stated on
the website of the new association, entrepreneurs in
the FinTech sector experience that “outside the
startup scene, our entrepreneurial work is barely
known. We show Switzerland that there is a young
ecosystem besides to CS, UBS and AXA.”

On this background, Swiss Finance Startups (STS)
was initiated by FinTech startups in Switzerland to
“foster the common Swiss startup spirit, support the
exchange of ideas as well as industry know-how and

Help to educate the outside, non-startup, world about our
brilliant ventures. The association is a non-profit organiza-
tion run and organized by the ventures involved.
? Christina Kehl, co-founder of the
it Swiss startup Knip that is successful
SWISS FINANCE 25 “digital insurance broker”, is initia-
STARTURS tor and co-founder of the new associa-
tion and recently has taken responsibility for the associa-
tion management.
Contact: Christina Kehl at Knip, email
Website: http://www.swissfinancestartups.ch/
SDO Profile: Swiss Finance Startups

Free bus from Munich, free food and drinks — and work for 40 hours non-stop

A free bus ticket from Munich to Zirich is not the
only option for those attending the HackZurich. With-
% Switzerland they
also may chose a
free train ticket and
participants from
abroad can get cash reimbursement of travel cost
(partly) depending on the distance travelled. The
organizers offer a full service and besides transporta-
tion will “provide food, cool swags and awesome tech
gadgets as prizes”.

HackZurich is part of the Digital Festival Zurich and

will be a 40 hours hackathon expecting some 500 hackers
to attend to team up in groups of 2 to 4 people to create a
web, mobile, or desktop application. The event will take
place September 16 - 18, 2016 at the Technopark in Zur-
ich, Switzerland .

More information about this hackathon, conditions, appli-
cation, and registration (opens June 10, 2016) are available
on the HackZurich website

Contact: HackZurich Team, email

SDO Profile Technology Park Zurich

Pitch Battle —new at Ideal.ab 2016!

IdeaLab! the WHU Founders' conference is organized
and hosted annually by students of WHU, Otto
Beisheim School of Management in Valldenar.
The ldeaLab! 2016 will be
|deal_ab! held October 7 — 8 and
WHU FOUNDERS' CONFERENCE comes with speeches pre-
sented by successful entrepreneurs, renowned VVCs or
corporates and impressive personalities to provide
valuable insights. Hands-on workshops offer possibil-
ities to learn from the best companies and networking
over refreshments. The Investor Speed Dating is the
chance to present a business to over 40 renowned
investors and the TechLab this year will welcome the
winning teams from the HackZurich. Exclusively for
the IdealLab! 2016 the unique Pitch Battle will be
introduced with a jury consisting of four top-tier
Venture Capitalists from Europe. Students of WHU

organize the ldeaLab! since 15 years, how attracting some
300 startup entrepreneurs every year and meanwhile are
able to present a long list of successful and well-known
entrepreneurs who have spoken at the events.

WHU, Otto Beisheim School of Management, founded in
1981, is internationally oriented and mainly privately
financed Business School with campuses in Vallendar and
Dusseldorf. WHU pursues this goal in its three core areas
of activity: academic programs, research, and transfer in
the field of general management and can refer to leading
positions in national and international rankings.

More information is available on website and tickets can
be booked online http://idealab.io/application/register-2
See also report about ldeal ab 2015 in SPICE News
Contact: ldeaLab Team, email

SDO Profile: Otto Beisheim School of Management

See also report about Idealab 2015 in SPICE News

Australian Telcom Testra backs accelerators in Sydney and Singapore

... continued from page 1I... So far muru-D has had 44
startups going through its six-month program that
provides investments in several stages, gives access
to a global network of mentors, investors and corpo-
rates, offers range of perks and services, weekly
workshops and overseas trade trips and includes ac-
cess to office space for the full teams of participating
startups.

Since 2015 muru-D is running its accelerator in Sin-
gapore. End of May muru-D invited applications for

continued form pagel

the Singapore accelerator. The road show visited Hong
Kong, Jakarta and Bandung in Indonesia, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia; Hanoi, Da Nang, and Ho Chi Minh in, Vietnam;
Manila, Philippines; and Bangkok, Thailand. At this time
applications for the second cohort of muru-D Singapore
still are possible until July 11, 2016. For further infor-
mation visit the website or contact the muru-D Singapore
team by email

Contact: Annie Parker, email

SDO Profile: muru-D Sydney:
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From Car Production to Building an Entrepreneurship Ecosystem

Detroit is working on its reputation as a city for en-
trepreneurship and startups. Startup Week Detroit in
May 2016 was a five day celebration of the city’s
entrepreneurship community, organized to build mo-
mentum and give opportunity around entrepreneur-
ship. The Startup Week was led by entrepreneurs and
hosted in some of Detroit’s entrepreneurial spaces.

With the title sponsor CHASE the week’s program
started with the Wayne State University Hackthon
the DFINDS art supplies resale market and a speed
dating (not only) for the art & design community,
(not only) for the art & design community, and was
packed with presentations, workshops, and social
event for building the entrepreneurship community
and ecosystem of Detroit. Examples of topics covered
and presentations are “Growing Detroit’s Startup

Ecosystem by mayor Mike Duggan, “Human Cen-
tered Design”, “Creative Workspaces for Startups”,
“Identity of an Entrepreneur”, “Social Entrepreneur-
ship 1017, “Pop-Ups and the Food Business” ,“Why

should Mobility Companies be in Detroit?” as well as
financial topics from crowd funding to “Wall Street vs
Local Investments”. These few examples only should
illustrate the variety of issues dealt with during the Startup
s Week. Of course, also men-
gethﬂ Kk toring sessions, peer-to-peer
ta‘h'p‘!_.we..em workshops as well as fire-
site and coffee chats were part of the event week that also
provided many opportunities for socializing and network-
ing.
For those interested in learning more about Detroit’s offer
for entrepreneurs the report “Your Guide to Finding
Startup Funding in Detroit” by Conor Cawley published in
Tech.Co provides a helpful overview.
The Detroit Startup Week emphasized the importance of a
functioning ecosystem for entrepreneurs and startups and
helped bringing the players together. The success of the
event gives reason to expect another great startups week in

2017. More about Startup Week Detroit see website
Contact: Detroit Startup Week email

Lufthansa joins Logistics Accelerator in San Francisco

The airline since 2014 is cooperating with Rocket In-
ternet in Berlin to run a travel related acceleration pro-
gram. Now, Lufthansa Cargo joined the Logistics ac-
celerator RocketSpace that was founded by tech entre-
preneurs in 2011 as co-working space to serve tech
entrepreneurs in San Francisco. Now, RocketSpace
together with the Spanish logistics company Kaleido

has started the “first of its kind logistics technology

accelerator program enabling startups and corporates to
come together to fuel cross-industry partnerships and
set a new standard for logistics innovation”. For the
2016 program this accelerator will focus on “Smart
Warehouse” (Cloud Solutions (Facility Management +
Inventory management), UAV/Drone Tech, Robotics,
10T), “Smart Transport” (AGVs, Smart Trucking
(Telematics), Smart Cargo (Geolocation Tracking,
Fulfillment + Route Optimization), Virtualization), and
“Smart Commerce/Trade” (E-Freight Platforms,

Cryptocurrency, Blockchain (Smart Contracts). Applica-
tion deadline for the actual cohort of 8 startups(teams of
2-5 members) was May 12, 2016. The selected compa-
nies over thirteen weeks, will learn from a set curriculum
as tauaht by industry veterans, entrepreneurs, and corpo-

= rate sponsors. Participants will get expo-
" sure, mentorship, access to investors and
leading corporations as well as deeper in-
dustry knowledge.

The last 6 weeks of the program will be a pilot phase to
validate the products in real world scenarios. The pro-
gram concludes with a Demo Day to present to inves-
tors, media and potential partners at RocketSpace in San
Francisco, California. Program participants also will
benefit from an upfront stipend to cover costs of partici-
pating (travel, lodging, etc.).

Contact: RocketSpace email

SDO Profile RocketSpace

>

The Entrepreneurial West Coast of Europe

...continued from page 1 was initiated by Startup Delta
after consultations in early 2015 with 75 leaders of the
Dutch startup ecosystem who could voice their views
on how to create a true “West Coast of Europe” as a hot
bed for startups and innovation and bring international
VCs and startups to the Netherlands.

Startup Fest was organized as a week-long series of 28
events held in 14 cities in the Netherlands (progam)
including Amsterdam, Arnhem, Delft, Eindhoven,
Groningen, Leiden, Limburg, Rotterdam, The Hague,
Twente, Utrecht, and Wageningen as well as the region
of Friesland. An aim behind the event was contributing
to the creation of one single hub by linking the ten

...continued from page 1

innovative Dutch technology and startup hubs. Together
they would form one of Europe’s largest and best con-
. connected startup ecosys-
g:;) tems. During the last1l8
months Startup Delta initi-
StartupDelta ated and coordinated to
focused actions aimed at Capital, Talent and Networks.
The next milestone will be handing over the result as an
initiative that could be self-sustaining. After experiences
made with the Startup Fest are evaluated it will be de-
cided if it becomes a regular / annual event.
Contact: Sigrid Johannisse, email
SDO Profile: Startup Delta
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SPICE Update provides insights into the entrepreneurship
ecosystems of various places — well-known as well as lesser
famous. This time we add Mannheim, Germany to this
series- also to help preparing for the annual conference of
BVIZ to be held in the city (see below) by providing some
spotlights on entrepreneurship support in Mannheim.
Mannheim with about 300,000 inhabitants is located in the
South-West of Germany in the State of Baden-Wirttem-
berg. The city is the economic and cultural center of the

Metropole-Region
Rhein-Nekar (ca.

Entrepreneurial Hotspots
2,35 million peo-
ple.

Mannheim also is M an n he I m

home of important technological innovations. For example, in
1880Werner von Siemes presented here the fist electrical lift.
In 1886 Carl Benzlet the first automobile roll in the city, and
in 1921 Heinrich Lanz presented the Lanz Bulldog.

"Innovation Centers 5.0 - speed up with the

BVIT, he German Federal Association of Business
Incubators and Innovation Centers, will hold its an-
nual conference 2016 in Mannheim, MAFINEX
Technology Centre
and hosted by the
“mg: mannheimer griindungszentren gmbh*.

The new conference format includes parallel forums
to address in particular the second level of innovation
center management as well as other center staff. This
will allow participating center staff to benefit from
practical experiences made by professionals engaged
with the various tasks of business incubators and
similar organizations.

Under the conference theme “Innovation Centers 5.0
exciting presentations and best practices — including

/wu INEXMANNHEIM® §

whole team!"*

the future of innovation centers in the regional context,
the needs of Generation Y or
Bt new formats of founders
o) support provided by the cen-
ters. Other topics are success-
ful social media use as well
as legal and insurance issues

|

Herzlich Willrommor. :
2ur BVIZ-Jahreskonferenz 2016
in Mannheim

for center management

More program information on the BVIZ website

SPICE Update with this issue begins providing more in-
formation about the "Mannheim Entrepreneurship Eco-
system™ offering insights from experienced professionals.
Contact: BVIZ, email; SDO profile BVIZ

Contact: MAFINEX, Claudia Rabe, email

SDO Profile host: MAFINEX

Mannheim Coolness Factor for Startups

About the Interview Partner: Christian Sommer began his career in the music industry working ./ =
as an artist manager and staff at record labels. Since 2003 he was managing director of the Mu-
sic Park Mannheim GmbH and since 2010 he is heading the mg: gmbh — the umbrella company
for all eight start-up centers in the city of Mannheim. In this role, he is responsible for significant-
ly promoting startups and startup culture. Christian Sommer (50) is father of three sons, still an
active musician, and is committed to the future of his city as a "passionate Mannheimer".

Mr. Sommer, you are managing the “mannheimer
griindungszentren gmbh” (mg:gmbh), a 100% sub-
sidiary of the City of Mannheim. The mg: gmbh was
founded in 2011 and operates eight centers, promot-
ing entrepreneurs and startups in various fields and
for different target sectors. In addition, the company
manages the "cluster music industry"”. Such a broad
scope of an organization promoting the establishment
is not found often.

What are in your experience the special advantages
of organizing entrepreneurship support in the City of
Mannheim in the way you are doing it organization?

Mannheim has agreed on a target group-oriented
funding approach. This means that the individual
centers accumulate and offer industry-specific know-
how and services tailored to their respective target
group. This way the centers create a real added value
for their clients. The parent structure ensures that the
founders working within the target group specific
centers easily can network and exchange across all
centers. This is ensured by close cooperation between
the center managements, common events, and Cross
deals. In result, the founders have "best of both
worlds": support in their specialized field and general
start-up support.

Interview with Christian Sommer

-r

Your company also operates the business incubator MAF-
INEX existing since 1985 - it was one of the first such
centers in Germany. Does this long term experience in
business incubation offer benefits for the center clients,
starting their business now? And, can your recent initia-
tives benefit of this background?

Of course, it is a great advantage being able to draw on the
experience from operating incubators for so many years.
However, | doubt that all experiences made over 30 years
ago are transferable to our new initiatives. The develop-
ment of the startup sector is highly dynamic. Just have a
look at recent ten years. The digital revolution has
spawned entirely new business models that did not exist
previously. 10 years ago, a 40-page business plan was the
"sacred cow" for starting a new company. Today nobody
seriously thinks about such business plans. However, 1
think three key aspects still are (and always will be) the
same: The entrepreneurial attitude of the founder, an inno-
vative idea, as well as patience and perseverance. Fur-
thermore, startups want and need an attractive, young, cool
ecosystem providing access to finance, networking with
other like-minded entrepreneurs as well as adequate, cul-
tural offerings, flexible room concepts and services for
young families. These are the decisive factors for develop-
ing a thriving startup and business location.
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Mannheim Coolness Factor for Startups

In Mannheim, offers for entrepreneurs have developed.
Now there are various co-working spaces and acceler-
ators. How do you see the potential and practice for
cooperation or competition?

It's all part of the same startup ecosystem. We welcome
any private initiative, there cannot be enough. Where
possible, we support new and existing initiatives. As
absurd as it sounds: Our goal as publicly funded startup
support organization must be to become "unnecessary"
because startups find all they need in a dynamic, pri-
vate sector driven ecosystem. In New York and Tel
Aviv this is the case. Of course this is a long term vi-
sion ... but it is the ultimate goal.

What is the situation regarding attracting new startups
to your incubators? Are there differences depending on
the orientation of each center? Are universities in-
volved and do they play a role regarding this issue, in
particular the Center for Entrepreneurship of the Uni-
versity of Mannheim?

So far, we cannot complain about lack of demand. But
in fact we have to become better knows and more pre-
sent - especially at technical universities to communi-
cate the opportunities the city of Mannheim offers. Our
links with universities are very good and we intensively
cooperate with other entrepreneurship support organi-
zations in the region. However, in the future we also
intend to strengthen our cooperation network beyond
the city and its immediate environment as well as

internationally.

SPICE: From Mannheim, it is not far to the other loca-
ions interesting for founders, such as Heidelberg. Do
you exchange information and / or cooperate beyond
the city limits?

As | said, we are working closely together, but we must
also not forget that we are also competitors to a certain
extent. We compete for the best startups. However, we
have found a good "modus operandi* not to stress com-
petition too much.

(continued from previous page)

Recently, much is talked and written about Berlin. Do
you experience the development of Berlin and the related
growing international reputation of Germany as a
founder location as helpful to Mannheim? Or is the pull
of Berlin a hindrance?

The answer is both. In Germany, Berlin is "the place to
be" for a young startup. | can understand that. Berlin has
charisma and is just fun. If | developed a sales platform,
a consumer app or financial software, | would probably
go first to Berlin. But, eventually I came back because
the deflection in Berlin is too big. There are too many
competitions, parties and pitches. Berlin has no industry.
For example, in Berlin it is very hard to find B2B

“
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Mannheim Entrepreneurship Ecosystem
Map form SPICA Directory now showing 19 organizations in
Mannheim involved with entrepreneurship support

partnerships. Berlin is expensive. We are witnessing this
often. Young founders go to Berlin, to stay there for two
years and then come back to "finally be able to work in
peace.” This, of course, pleases us. Mannheim’s startup
ecosystem is smaller than the startup scene of Berlin, but
regarding the "coolness-factor we do not have to hide.

Thank you very much for this interview

Mannheim Design Festival UNCOVER

The bi-annual Design Festival UNCOVER is held in
Mannheim June 17 to July 10, 2016.
Exhibitions, lectures symposia, workshops, and "Spe-
cial Events" at different locations accompany the
FORM SHOW in Port25 -
space for contemporary
art a design-interested
audience. From the exhib-
Dot Mabam b lizoe 0 jted  items a jury  will
select the prize winners in the following categories:
UNCOVER Design Award of the City Mannheim,
the award comes with €5,000 prize money sponsored
by the Department of economic and structural devel-
opment of the city of Mannheim.
UNCOVER Excellent Design from the Creative

Region Thine-Neckar with a cash prize of €2,000 spon-
sored by Creative Region e.V. and the future Rhine-
Neckar E.V.

CAPTCHA Student Design Award with a€2,000 prize
donated by the Design Zentrum Rhein-Neckar e.V. and
mg: mannheimer griindungszentren. Gmbh.

UNCOVER Design Prize of the Public with €1,000
donated by the MFG Innovation Agency for media and
creative industries of Baden-Wrttemberg

The award ceremony will be held July 9, 2016
The festival is organized by Design Zentrum Rhein-
Neckar e.V, C-HUB creative industries center. For more
information about the festivals, visit website or contact
Christoph Blaas and Katrin Willert. About the Mann-
heim Entrepreneurship Ecosystem also see Interview
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“Textilery” —

The TEXTILEREI adds to the specialized offers the
City of Mannheim has for startup companies from
different sectors. Ambitious, ’
young and innovative entre-
preneurs in the fields of fash-
ion and design here find an
attractive environment with
services to accompany them
on their way from vision to m =
market by providing guidance AN
for start-ups and young companies in the fashion and
textile industry.

The competence center for fashion and textile industry
has opened in late summer 2015 in a Baroque building

e i

the Place for ambitioned Fashion Startups

In the city center of Mannheim providing individual
rental StUdIOS and offices as well as two large well-
g Equiped design and tailor-studios,
with several workstations and
professional equipment such as
industrial  high-speed  sewing,
ironing presses, and other special
purpose machines. TEXTILEREI
also offers a seminar and work-
shop program on relevant topics
and has its own store and a web shop as distribution
channels for the resulting creations.
Contact: Nico Hofmeister, email
SDO Profile: Textilerei

SPICE Update No 102 for the first time we reported on the
different aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of
a specific place. Meanwhile we put spotlights on a number
of cities — here a first look at Dresden.

The Capital of the German Federal State Sachsen has a
more than half a million inhabitants — more than eight per
cent of them being students. Numbers are growing over

the city is attractive for young
people. Culture and history
are reasons and increasingly
the innovation climate.

We invite our readers to comment and advice on information
gaps we could fill in following newsletters.

recent years indicating that Entrepreneurial Hotspots

DRESDEN

futureSAX Innovation Conference 2016 continues as Road Show |

The futureSAX Innovation Conference held in Dresden
on June 6, 2016 provided an excellent opportunity to
show and develop start-up and innovation processes.
The event networked innovative founders, entrepre-
neurs, scientists, investors and multipliers.

The event served as an innovation platform for the
State Saxony and also includes awarding of the winners
of the “futuresSAX “idea competition 2016. This year
more than 80 start-ups and business ideas from all over
Saxony applied for the award — 10 were nominated. In
following list first shows the three winners awarded at
the Innovation Conference on June 6, 2016:

The first place and €15,000: Senorics, Dresden. With
its novel organic high-tech sensors in stamp format the
team "Senorics" of the iapp revolutionizes agriculture,
by allowing to determine the harvest maturity and the
moisture and protein content of the crop before harvest.
The second place and €10,000: Rhebo AG: The Leip-
zig-based company Rhebo AG was awarded for the
"Rhebo Industrial Protector”. The new hardware and
software monitor industrial controllers in real-time and
secure the flawless, uninterrupted network operation.
The thrid place and €5,000: LAVIU GmbH, Freiberg:
The young start-up team consisting of an engineer Julia
Ryssel and the designer Martin Cirillo-Schmidt with
innovative technology from the aerospace industry
opens another field of application in a growing market.
The result is the first and worldwide patented Lovetoy
with silently pulsating surface.

The other nominated teams were

Ceragen GmbH, Dresden: Ceramic fuel cell genera-
tors smallest combined heat and power (CHP) and off-

grid power supply
Explicates, Naunhof: Software solutions for energy
efficiency and process analysis.
Multikon GmbH, GroRRenhain: Lawn and garden care
wheelchair adapter for disabled
< Optics Pro, Dresden:
c @ Optical classification of
- ) & prostate tissue or cancer
0 diagnosis
' 3 Stadt.Land.Netz, Chem-
1 ’ nitz: Easy and smart way
& to master school transport.
TexLock, Leipzig: Patented mobile antitheft textile-
based tool for bicycle and outdoor equipment
Weller Motor, Leipzig: Efficient electric motor -
principle of formatted direct winding
The participants of futureSAX Idea Competition 2016
present their products at the Idea Showcase, an exhi-
bition that now becomes a round-show to “experience
innovation from Saxony!”
futureSAX is a project of the Saxon State Ministry for
Economic Affairs, Labour and Transport.
September 13, 2016 futureSAX will visit Berlin.
Investors are invited to attend this event to be held at
PwC Berlin and will present 20 cutting-edge start-ups
and growth concepts "made in Saxony". This event is
part of a road show offering investors to identify inno-
vative products for future markets. Investor interested
in this event (the number of participants is limited to
30) may contact email invest@futuresax.de
For general information about futureSAX visit the
website or contact: Christian Lorenz at email
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SPICE Update No 102 for the first time reported on the
different aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of
a specific place: Berlin.

In this issue of our newsletter we take another look at this
city — and still cannot show the ,,full” picture. There are
Many new initiatives aimed at supporting entrepreneurship
and growth of startup companies. These initiatives are of

New Cherry Ventures Fund widening the in

Autol Group, Flixbus, Lesara and Quandoo are exam-
ples of the 32 companies Cherry Ventures has invested
in during recent three years. The early-stage VC has
been founded by Filip Dames, Daniel P. Glasner and
Christian Meermann; three entrepreneurs with much
experience with startups like Zalando, Citydeal /
Groupon and Quandoo. In May 2016 the new € 150
million fund “Cherry Ventures I1” has started to “sup-
port early-stage companies in Berlin and beyond”. The
fund’s focus is on start-ups in the consumer technology
and B2C sectors — now widening the investment focus
from Berlin to Europe. Investors in Cherry Ventures Il
include a number of successful internet entrepreneurs
(like the founders of Zalando, Flixbus, and 6Wunder-
kinder), family equity businesses (e.g. Haniel) and

very different character and
have a variety of aims. The

Entrepreneurial Hotspots
public and the private sector,
both are active — a dynamic

BERLIN

We invite our readers to comment and advice on information
gaps we could fill in following newsletters.

vestment scope from Berlin to Europe

institutional funds such as the European Investment
Fund (EIF), as well as pension funds and the Pro-
:H SiebenSat.1 Group. Cherry Ventures usual-
EE ly begins with investments between €
300,000 and one million, but over several
Ell'l rounds eight digit figures could be reached.
Cherry Ventures II sees itself as “one of the few ven-
ture capital funds to support and invest in the crucial
initial phases of a company’s development” and wants
to be more than just another VVC fund by providing its
portfolio companies not only with capital, but also
“with operational expertise and access to one of the
strongest founder networks in Europe.”
Contact: Cherry Ventrues Team email
SDO Profile: Cherry Ventures

’START Call - Berlin’s Student Community organizes Startup Event

START Call was held May 27 — 28, 2016 in Berlin as
a two-day event, organized by the student network
START Berlin under the motto “Dive into Berlin’s
startu scene.” START-

Berlinr,) the Student Entre- ST/\RT
preneurship Initiative CALL

of all Berlin universities which is internationally net-
worked with similar initiatives in Germany, Liechten-
stein, and Switzerland.

The event program included a day of visits Berlin’s
hottest startups right in their offices to meet their
founders. The conference day in the Technical Univer-
sity Berlin offered possibilities to learn about current

trends through presentations of entrepreneurship lead-
ers and small-group workshops. START Call connect-
ed participants to supporters and like-minded people;
with startups, entrepreneurs, other interested people.
The session “Meet the next generation of Berlin’s
founders” with 250 of Germany’s most talented stu-
dents in one room.
START Call aims to
become Berlin's larg-
est student-run entre-
preneurship summit.
Contact: email
Conference website/ SDO Profile: START Berlin

o the
tup Scene

The Future of Broadcasting € 5,000 for the strongest Concept

The Media Innovation Center Babelsberg (M1Z) funds
innovative cross-media projects and promotes media
expertise. These offers address students, startups, me-
dia professionals and jour-

- | ¥ nalists with focus on inter-
y BN i disciplinary exchange to
P support projects and media

o -
. 20, Mak 2036

> professionals in practice.
The MIZ-Format Festival started this year with a
creative workshop for applicants on May 11, 2016!
Experts provided information how an application
should look like. Until end of May transmedia story-
tellers and other “Broadcasting Revolutionaries” could
submit innovative cross-media format ideas for the
young target group aged 14 to 29 years. Five of the
ideas then will be worked on in a 5-month festival
process. The strongest concept will be awarded with a
prize of 5,000 €. The award decision will be taken by

a jury of representatives of ARTE Creative, gebrueder
beetz filmmaking, ORF, Radio Bremen, rbb Televi-
sion, RTL Il, WDR, ZDF and YouTube.

Five selected proposals were discussed at a round-
table on June 21, 2016. The following steps are

The Protothon on August 2 — 3, 2016: The five
selected teams will work with programmers to
develop representative prototypes. Throughout
the development process participants will receive
feedback from the "Young Audience" on
Babelsberger movie high school and in the film
university Babelsberg.

The finalized concepts will be submitted by 16
October 16, 2016. At the closing event on No-
vember 10, 2016 the jury will award the winner
prize money of € 5,000.

More information on the MITZ website

Contact: Sophie Hausig, email
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The new Fund of E.ventures will invest internationally

The VC Fund E.ventures managing assets worth about
one billion USD is headquartered in San Francisco and
has offices in Brazil, China, Germany (Berlin and
Hamburg), and Japan. Since 1998 this fund is investing
in early stage startups and recently began also to fi-
finance growth companies and now has announced a
new € 150 million fund for early stage investments.
This is the fifth European fund of E.verntures that
could attract several well-known German companies as
investors. The investments of one to five million Euros
will not be sector focused, but a certain focus will be
on mobile — a sector allowing a global approach from
the beginning. Also consumer internet companies like

delivery or moving companies and craftsmen services
are sectors interesting for the fund as Christian
Leybold, general partner and co-founder of the Fund,
explained in a recent interview with the Berlin startup
Newsletter “Griinderszene”.

- o *, This new fund con-
SAVS ﬂtU [ES 2" tinues the series of
of new early-stage financing vehicles start have been
announced in Berlin during recent months — and the is
more to be expected as other international funds al-
ready indicted interest in Berlin.
Contact: Ines Szal, email
SDO Profile: E.ventures

Startups at the Premiere: Startup Day at ILA Berlin Air Show 2016

At the ILA Berlin Air Show 2016 first time a Startup
Day was part of the program. With the Airbus BizLab
as premium partner the ILA Startup Day on June 2,
ILA Startup Day 2016 provided opportunities
02 Juni 2016 for networking, matchmak-
ing, and pitching. The pro-
gram was specifically tai-
lored to introduce founders to
47 £ | the world of aviation and
aerospace W|th Iectures panels and pitch sessions.
The ISC matchmaking process also was available for
registered participants of the ILA Startup Days to facil-
itate networking with aerospace companies - including
Airbus, OHB Systems, Lufthansa and Rolls Royce
Participating Startups were:
- 3dTrust SAS integration of 3D printing by
providing a digital network.

5micron GmbH are specializing in topograph-
ic.measurements and surface analysis

- Aerolution designs high end UAVs (,,Unmanned
Aecrial Vehicle®) for professional application

- Airbus APWorks transforms established aviation

- concepts through additive manufacturing.

- Apcentive provides a digital super highway that
primarily uses commercial aircraft as repeaters.

- Applicate Ltd provides pilots with an extensive
airport directory in the form of an app

- Arcaro Aerospace ultra-light hybrid aluminum

- magnesium class seats for A320 and 737

- Arralis is providing world leading expertise in
RF, micro and millimeter-wave technology.

More information available on website

Contact: Thomas Belitz (BDLI) email and Judith

Kihn (Vertical Media) email

If you need Support, call in the Cavalry

One of the messages on the website of a new € 20
million early phase fund is “Looking for Support? Call
in the Cavalry”. This fund has been started “By
Founders, for Founders”. The fund will focus on in-
vestments in with a regional focus on the DACH re-
gion and thematically emphasis will be put on

rapidly scalable tech startups in consumer Internet,
Adtech, Al or LegalTech Investment in pre-seed and
seed stage startups will be brought together with exten-
sive hands-on experience. This knowledge and experi-
ence will be provided by the venture capitalists Rou-
ven Dresselhaus (Dresselhaus Ventures) and Stefan
Walter (Rheingau Founders) as managing partners and
successful startup entrepreneurs as partners: Dominik

Matyka (plista / u25 ven-tures),Marcel Hollerbach
(Apprupt, hiClip, youmix), Markus Fuhrmann (DOJO,
Delivery Hero, Lieferheld) and Claude Ritter (BOOK
A TIGER, Pico, Delibery
Hero). And there are many
more entrepreneurs and busi-
ness angels in the network ready to support the portfo-
lio companies. Cavalry is seeing a change in the
startup sector: "Because nowadays a lot more venture
capital is available than a few years ago, we see that
the best founders choose their investors,” Rouven
Dresselhaus explained the situation in a statement
quoted by “Griinderszene”.

Contact: Cavalry email; SDO profile: Cavalry

CAVALRY

Startups @ Reeperbahn o open for Appllcatlons

Hamburg startups and the
Reeperbahn Festival invites to the F=is
fourth edition of the Startups @
Reeperbahn. The famous music club “Gruenspan” in
Hamburg on will Sep 21, 2016 will be the place to
pitch. Five selected European startups will compete for
the WORLD Media Price, a € 100,000 media budget.

i‘.' mmrum\un

. A high-caliber audience of investors, corporates, jour-
" nalists and opinion leaders of the German digital and

media sector is expected for the event to offer a wide
spectrum of opportunities.

Deadline for applications is August 23, 2016. In-
formation online application on website

Contact: Sanja Stankovic email

13


mailto:press@eventures.vc
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3600
http://5micron.de/
http://aerolution-systems.de/
http://www.apworks.de/
http://apcentive.com/
http://applicate.info/
http://3dtrust.de/
http://www.arcaro-aerospace.com/
http://arralis.com/
http://www.ila-berlin.com/ila2016/startup/index.cfm
mailto:belitz@bdli.de
mailto:events@vmpublishing.com
http://www.gruenderszene.de/allgemein/cavalry-ventures-start?ref=nl_b&utm_source=Gr%C3%BCnderszene+Newsletter&utm_campaign=9014bafff5-Gruenderszene_Newsletter_Daily&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9f282e5888-9014bafff5-406183165
mailto:hello@cavalry.vc
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3617
http://www.hamburg-startups.net/startupsreeperbahn-2016-pitch/
mailto:info@hamburg-startups.net

Incubator Quality

SPICA Directory has introduced a minimum “quality stand-
ard” for being listed on SPICA World Map”. This standard
does not evaluate the quality of an incubator / technopark
operations, but if information provided is actual.
e Oraanizations with actual data within recent two
years are shown on SPICA World Map
e  Profiles inserted or updated more than 24 months ago
are not accessible for directory users
SPICA World Map only shows locations of “Centers” (in-

cubators, technoparks, associations, consulting, support
and finance organizations) that have provided a complete
and actual profile

The E‘;{:’I%A _World‘ Map

srH -

" SPICA World Map
2 www.spica-directory.net/map

y iy %

s
click to access

SPICA World Map now is the main entry point for users

of the directory. From that map access to the individual
incubator technopark/ / association profiles in SPICA Di-
rectory is possible. Finding a specific profile also is possi-

ble by using the “search” function in the main menu,

Developing a new Tool:

At this time we are working on an advanced version of
SPICE Directory. A first effect you already can see. Now
the directory also includes accelerators and co-working
spaces. And more is to come. We are including finance
sector organizations, education and training offers as well
are research institutions. As a result SPICA Directory will
offer visualization of entrepreneurship ecosystems and
direct access to organizations offering the tools, finance,
and support needed for successfully starting and developing
new businesses:

SPICee — Entrepreneurship Ecosystems

However, much work still is to be done. Therefore we are
looking for voluntary Curators who are interested in mak-
ing their “home ecosystem” better known and at the same
time help would.be-entrepreneurs and startups finding ac-
cess to the needed resources. Curators also should help with
racing, testing, and developing the tools needed for making
the new system efficient and user-friendly.

In case you are interested to join and ready to invest some
time please, contact us at spicee@spica-directory.net

New on SPICA World Map

USA: University of Central Florida Business
Incubation Program
Since 1999 the UCF Business Incubation pro-

gram providing early stage companies with the enabling
tools, training and infrastructure to create financially stable

high growth enterprises.
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2014

Brazil: Hubiz - Business & Innovation is ?HUBIZ

Part of Sorocaba Technology Park supports
startups in Biotechnology, Green Technologies, ICT
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3259

,o 0 Nepal: IT Professional Forum has conducted

numerous national-level Information and
'-Qng Communication Technologies (ICT) policy
== == | research to impact Nepalese society towards its

economy for growth, equity, and poverty reduction.
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2158

Spain: BLITZ Gracia, Barcelona is a co-
working space designed to promote initiatives of
professionals from different areas.

aiqﬂz

Loued

SDO Proflle www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3410
| Germany: The Technologie- aund Startup
Center TGZ Spreeknie operates since 1997

SDO Proflle www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=475

Lithuania: Kaunas _. s>
Science & Technology
Park, founding member

of SPICE Group works since 1998 and has 65 companies
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=41

0 Kaunas Science and
'o._, :_° Technology Park
a

”' Tehnoloski park  Croatia: The Technology Park
@@ Zagreb Zagreb now is pr3pring to open
an incubation and acceleration program
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=216

Latvia: the bsuiness incubator Magnus in
Cesis is operating since 2009 helping new %
compnaies to start magnus

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2237

Poland; The Technology Park
/
WPT/

Wroclaw works since 1998 and
received the performamce certificate of
the Polish Innovation Center Association
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=44

Is your organization not yet in SPICA Directory?

You do not need to wait until the new tools are ready. You
can add information about your offers and activities at any
time. After you have registered in SPICA Directory it is

PAROUE
CIENTIFICO
DE MADRID

Spain: The Science Park Madrid has \Z
more than 120 client companies

SDO profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1570

easy to add a new profile of your organization — just use
the “Insert new Profile” tab in the main menu.

We invite you to try and test the and help us to improve
SPICA Directory

mLab EC)'—‘ Armenia: The mLab ECA in Yerevan
“+ is a focal point for mobile enterprises

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2515

Portugal: The technpark LISPOLIS started in
1991 to create a favorable business environment

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2180
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Business Incubation in MENA

This page provides information about incubation activities from MENA (Middle East
and North Africa). MENA" is the regional infoDev supported network of business
incubators and technology parks. More information: http://www.menainc.org contact

Mr. Mohammed Allam at m3allam@gmail.com

mena™

| MENA

TheEU-funded SwitchMed, launched in 2015 with
SwitchMed Connect has an annual gathering of
Mediterranean stakeholders to build synergies, ex-
change knowledge, and scale up eco and social
innovations and now has called for contributions for
speakers and sessions the annual gathering Switch-
Med Connect to be held October 18-20, 2016 in
Barcelona. At this event leading start-ups and entre-
preneurs, industry agents, change agents, policy and
financial institutions will come together working on
applications of productive, circular and sharing
economies in the Mediterranean. The project invites
practitioners from the field, projects and initiatives,
SMEs entrepreneurs and start-ups to share their
experience, challenges, ideas and plans.

| SwitchMed prepares for its second Annual Event

The SwitchMed sustainable consumption and pro-
duction program aims to promote a switch of the
Mediterranean economies towards sustainable con-

™ sumption and produc-

mii tion and green economy.

SwitchMed Connect is
home to a community

of passionate individuals from the Mediterranean Re-

gion committed to shift toward sustainable consump-

tion and production in Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan,

Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine and Tunisia.

The deadline for the Call for Contributions already has

passed. For more information about possibilities to

attend visit the switchmed website

Contact: switchmed Team email

| MENA

Fifteen young Tunisian startups, active in the Cul-
tural and Creative Industries (CCI) in early June
2016 finished a Masterclass entitled "Ensuring the

Success of Tunisian .
EUROMER 41

startups in the Cultural

and Creative Industries".

The masterclass was held in as part of the EU-
funded project EUROMED Invest. The training
gave participants the opportunity to benefit from a
2-day entrepreneurship program aimed at assisting
young CCI entrepreneurs channel their talent, exper-
tise, experience, and education towards a profes-
sional career through the use of new communication

| Creative and Cultural Industries in Tunis develop dynamically

models, financing, and specific project manage-
ment.The topics covered were enriched with direct
contributions from invited creative and cultural indus-
try experts from Spain and Portugal who created op-
portunities for reflection by also relying on a multime-
dia approach enabling better interaction.

EUROMED evaluates the training positively and sees
the event's success demonstrating that in Tunisia the
dynamics of the creative and cultural industries sector
has become a driver of economic development, job
creation, and tax revenue..

Contact: EUROMED Invest email

Website: EUROMED Invest / EU-med press release

 Tunisia
Gogite is a co-working space in Tunis that aims at

being a “ community of impact-driven entrepreneurs
and organizations, working to make a better Tuni-

sia”’, a community formed by clients from diverse
sectors, from technology and business, to social
innovation and civil aW N,
society. Besides the @ .t
features to be expected

in a co-working space, o

Cogite offers a beauti-

ful garden and even a

swimming pool and

hosts a wide variety of events, workshops, trainings,
and networking opportunities

And more: Cogite arranged a delegation of five
Tunisian startups and two business angels to visit
the Startup Fest Europe recently held in the Nether-
lands with the aim to raise the profile of the Tunisi-
an startup scene; to put Tunisia again on the global
entrepreneurship map and to grow the international

' Linking Tunisian Startups with the European Scene

networks of the co-working space and its clients.

The participants of this delegation were chosen from a
competitive application process:

INNOVA/WebRadar big data analysis service for the
MENA region.

FOLIOMania, a social network dedicated to creatives

"L (designers, visual artists, etc.)

| Afrikwity, the first investment-based crowdfunding

. platform for African and North African startups.

expense management application that

Expensya,

B streamlines management of expense reports.

SlickStone, a strategic advisory company specializing
in enterprise mobility and transformation.

The members of the delegation evaluated their experi-
ences very positively. They were impressed by the
great efforts going into developing the Dutch startup
scene and found confirmed their belief that the Tunisi-
an startup scene has a great future.

For more details read the report on the Cogite website
Contact: Cogite email SDO Profile: Cogite
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Business Incubation in Africa

This page provides information about incubation activities and programs from the
AFRICA region. The AIN (African Incubator Network) is not active anymore, but

- African

"\ Business

Incubation
lnunnte (Ply) Lm

there is a place to contact: African Business Incubation Institute , visit the_blog or contact Leon Lourens

| Kenya
Nairobi Garage is the first co-working space in Nai-
robi, with 130 desks, team rooms, meeting rooms
and event space. Companies such as
Uber, Yum and Mdundo have started
their journey out of this space. Nairobi
Garage is hosting Merck Acclerator
that focuses on health and medicine and - end of
April started a monthly eHealth event series.
Speakers were Mike Macharia, CEO of SevenSeas
Technologies Group; Moka Lantum, Founder of

NAIROBI
GARAGE

‘ Series of eHealth Meetup in Nairobi Garage

Microclinics; and Duncan Onyango, East African
Director Acumen Fund to discuss cutting edge
healthcare solutions.

This co-working space also is offering regular events
and meetups on other topics like, for example
“Whats Next Mobility with Nest VC” or “After
Office Hours With One University Network (OUN)”
Contacts: Nairobi Garage at email; and Merck Ac-
celerator at email

SDO Profiles Nairobi Garage ; Merck Accelerator

| Africa

| Nairobi Tech Week held end of April

Moringa School was hosting Nairobi Tech Week Tech Wek Nairobi has been set up to bolster the
marketed as “Sub Saharan Africa's largest tech event growing tech sector. The program includes crowd-
this year” The Tech Week (April 27 - 30, 2016) sourced topics and brought the various actors and

featured the Twitter Developer Relations team
(@TwitterDev) and AngelHack's (@AngelHack)
first event in Africa. Besides these two partners also
iHUB and @iLab (Centre of Excellence in ICT
innovation and Development based at Strathmore
University) were partnering.

influencers in the tech eco-
system to one space and ex-
hibit the forefront of innova-
tion and technology.
Contact Moringa School email

SDO Profile iHub Contact: Josiah Mugambi emai

| West Africa | West Africa demonstrated the Potential of its Entrepreneurs

56 West-Africa entrepreneurs (Senegal, Togo, Be-
nin, Ivory Coast, Rwanda) attended the GIST
Startup Boot Cam in the City Hall of Dakar, Sene-

0 gal (April, 2016).
; This event was
“., co-organized by
W AaUpstart, ICT
startup incubator
Venturewell, the

Photo: CTIC Dakar
Embassy of the United States and the US Depart-
ment of State including local partners.

28 teams worked for three days on their business
concepts supported with training and coaching by

high-level Senegalese and American mentors. For

the six most advanced teams the program ended with

a Demo Day attended by about 150 guests that re-

sulted in identifying the three winning teams:

- "Tuniar" from Benin with its mobile money
transfer platform

- "Souclou Online" (Ivory Coast), second prize
for an online training solution for students

- Starlight" (Rwanda) third place with its solar
mobile charger for rural and urban areas

Source CTIC Newsletter

Contact: Regina Mbodj email

SDO profile: CTIC Dakar and Venturewell

| Ghana

Based at Ashesi University College, and funded
through a US$17.2 million grant package from
World Bank, the Ghana Climate Innovation Center
(GCIC) is a green project incubation hub. Entrepre-
neurs and businesses here can access support to de-
velop their ideas into viable businesses. Through its

programs, activities, and financing, the GCIC and
its partner network provide a country-driven ap-
proach to solving climate, energy, and resource chal-
lenges and support economic development through
job creation. CIC began activities with the “Green
Innovators Bootcamp” at Ashesi University College
in February, 2015. The Bootcamp had been designed
to identify a pipeline of innovative green companies

| Climate Innovation Center launched

Activities of CIC Ghana that the center can accelerate.
After that CIC built up is institutional capacity for

helping local clean tech- &n
IC < —

nology ventures with
financing, mentoring, \*\
training and  business - e

advisory. In May 2016 the CIC Iaunched Wlth SiX
client companies already in the program: Atlas Busi-
ness Energy Systems, Ghana Green Building Council,
Global Bamboo Products, Green Ghanaian Initiative,
Kwamoka Group, Compeh & Associates, and Best
Performance Engineering Services. Contact: Fred
McBagonluri, email

SDO Profile Ghana CIC
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Business Incubation in Latin America
This page provides information about incubation activities and programs from the eSS SRiuEIEss
Latin America and Caribbean region. RIDI is the regional network of business iNCu- Fos iiie my b tiieh jenie e
bators and technology parks that has been set up with support from the infoDev program. For more information,
please visit the website http://www.itcp.coppe.ufrj.br/ridi/

RIDI

| Latin America | 25 new Companies selected for the AGORA Partnership Accelerator

AGORA Partnerships has welcomed 25 new com-
panles to the Accelerator Class of 2016. The partici-
v C pants were se-

lected from a

o A N tender with a

R large number of

o @ C\ applicants  and

ﬁ f 11l == now the selected

entrepreneurs, during next four months will be
working with Agora consultants to prepare their
companies for investment and grow their impact.

The 25 new companies are building innovative busi-
nesses that are tackling complex social and envi-
ronmental challenges across Latin America. Their
businesses cover a wide range of products — from

clean cookstoves in Guatemala through environmen-
tally-friendly bio-pesticides in Panama, all-natural,
organic, and nutrient-rich baby food in Colombia
organic, nutrient-rich foods made from native ingre-
dients in Peru, fashion accessories made from recy-
cled materials in Nicaragua, and high-quality, bio-
degradable cleaning products in Costa Rica to sus-
tainable fisheries in Mexico.

There are more great examples on the full list avail-
able on the AGORA website. For detailed infor-
mation and regular updates about the companies you
also can visit the blog

source: AGORA Newsletter

Contact: Laura Ketteringham email

SDO Profile: AGORA

| Latin America | Agora helps to close the Financing Gap of Women Entrepreneurs

Accelerate Women now is a campaign Agora Part-
nerships has started to “highlight the stories of
women entrepreneurs on the road to raising capital
and the obstacles they encounter along the way.”
Accelerate Women Now is a media campaign to
raise awareness of the gender capital gap (estimated
$300 billion for women entrepreneurs worldwide) to
help all women entrepreneurs to access the capital
they need to grow their businesses.

The campaign uses digital media to highlight the
voices of women entrepreneurs who have encoun-
tered gender biases on the road to raising capital.

As part of the media campaign Agora Partnerships
has issued a magazine that is available online; the
content of the first issue includes

Women Entrepreneurs are not Getting the
Capital They Need

Are Women Left With the Short End of the Stick
When it Comes to Financing their Starups?
The Numbers Don’t Lie: In-

vesting in Women Makes
Sense

- Women Investors are on the
Rise

A key activity of Agora Partner-
pra Accelerator program (see article
above) that since 2011 has supported 100 companies
across Latin America and facilitated $38.6 million in
investment. In 2013, we made a commitment to
maintaining a gender balanced Accelerator, which
has resulted in: 52 % of Accelerator companies that
have received investment are women led or co-led.
Contact: email; SDO Profile: Agora Partnerships
Website: www.agorapartnerships.org

| El Salvador

The University Francisco Gavidia (UFG) began its
academic activities in June 1981, with an initial

bator

enrollment of 534 students. Since then the university
formation of human capital needed to meet the chal-
lenges of economic and

F UFG is operating GER-
MINA, a business incu-

support of business creation projects aimed at inten-
sive use of Information Technology and Communi-
ported several ICT startup projects and expanded its
focus to include support for alternative energy com-

has successfully served its most important purpose:
social development.

www.ufg.edu.sv focused on the

cations Technology (ICT). This incubator has sup-
panies Projects currently supported are: Internet,

| Business Incubator in San Salvador

Marketing and Advertising, Mobile Computing El
Salvador Payment Xpress, Business Intelligence and
Solem Power. GERMINA has created a network of
support that has allowed it to widen and deepen its
services and achieved support of the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB). Also, the incubator has
become member of the Incubators Network Latin
America (RedLAC) and is linked with the Mexico
Incubator System, as well as with the International
Business Innovation Association (US).

The Productive Development Fund of the Ministry
of Economy credited GERMINA as Entrepreneur
Incubator Center authorized to support new ventures
projects eligible for co-financing with nonrefundable
grants of the Seed Capital Fund.

Contact: Germina Team SDO Profile Germina
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Business Incubation in ASIA

This section provides information about incubation activities from the ASIA
region. APIN, the Asia Pacific Incubation Network is the regional networks of
business incubators and technology parks set up with support from infoDev. See
www.incubationasia.com/index.php; contact Suresh Kumar, psgstep@vsnl.com

AYAPIN

$405 Million for Innovators in Queensland, Australia

The Advance Queensland program already had $180
million to support innovation. Now the Queensland
government has committed a further $225 million to
the state’s startup sector as part the innovation agenda
with 13 new initiatives. The program is targeting
many groups that can create new “areas of opportuni-
ty”: startups, small business, school Kids, farmers,
scientists, researchers, tradespeople, engineers, doc-
tors, and teachers.

$6 million have been earmarked for
“Regional Innovation Hubs” to
encourage innovation in regional
Queensland. The Regional Innovation Hubs will
support regional innovation by connecting local ef-
forts, leveraging key regional strengths and lifting the
capability of innovative local firms. The guidelines
and eligibility requirements for this program have not
yet been finalized (expected to be published in Ju-
ly/August 2016), but organizations interested in the

S6m
Veakes
bwzediay feks

program are invited to contact the Department of Sci-
ence Information Technology and Innovation (DSITI)
by email.

o~ Other  components
q of the program for

QU EENSLAND entrepreneurs  and

startups are, for example, “Startup Attraction —
HotDesQ” that aims at attracting innovative startups to
relocate to Queensland, the “Queensland Startup
Events and Activities Fund” providing financial sup-
port to organizers of startup events, as well as funds for
business development, international business develop-
ment, technology commercialization, capacity building
and more. The government of with these initiatives
strives to make Queensland the startup capital of the
country.
Contact: Advance Queensland Program, email
Website: Advance Queensland Program,
More: see article by Denham Sadler published in Startup Smart

Lenovo starts new Startup Fund and internal Incubation Program

In 2010 Lenovo, globally the largest PC seller and —
after acquiring Motorola — number three in the smart
phone market, started its first fund
of USD 100 million to invest in
startup companies. Now, the company announced a
second startup fund, this time USD 500 million look-
ing for investments with a potential to generate syn-
ergies to Lenovo’s own business (like Internet ser-
vices, big data, cloud computing, or artificial intelli-
gence). At the same time Lenovo is seeking to adapt

to market changes (the company’s market share is
shrinking and losses had to be reported) by initiating
an incubation program aimed at supporting the devel-
opment of startups based on internal technology de-
opments. This program is part of the company restruc-
turing that resulted in cutting off about 3,200 jobs in
2015 and refocusing selling activities to international
markets. The first program will be done on cooperation
with Hong Kong Cyberport.

For more details see also Lenovo Newsroom.

New Venture Fund for Social Enterprises in India — Open for Applications

Menterra Social Impact Fund invests in early-stage
social enterprises working in education, health,
energy, and agriculture sectors. Launched in January
2016 and collaborating closely with the social en-
B ooy B terprise incubator Villgro,
! i .. Menterra invests in early
stages of a business in the
focus areas to help clos-
ing the existing gap in
this phase of business
opment. Other then most investors Menterra
seeks for entrepreneurs at the early stages of idea
development.

After a preliminary screening, the fund will do a
quick screening to ensure the fit with mandate, stage
and sector, the proposal is presented to the invest-
ment team. In case a positive decision is taken the
next phase will be a detailed diligence regarding

the need in the targeted customer segment, the problem
solving potential of the product, and the capabilities of
the team. Finally, the Investment Committee (IC) after
a personal presentation of the entrepreneurs decides
on the investment. Menterra is seeking to finalize this
process within 4 — 6 weeks from application and in any
case provides detailed feedback to the applicants.

The first Menterra investment was Leap Skills (Del-
hi) aiming to bridge the gap between the skills that
students have and those that employers require.

The application process now is open to people in-
tending to start a for-profit social enterprise with prod-
ucts or services that will improve learning outcomes
for school students, work with students from low-
income families, have shown revenue or commercial
traction, and are looking for early-stage, seed invest-
ment. To apply use website

SDO Profile Menterra and Villgro
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Important upcoming Events http://www.spice-group.de/events/

If the conference hosts are members of SPICE Group the respective logo is shown at the event. As the full list
of events is taking too much space in the newsletter only a brief overview can be provided. We recommend
visiting the “Events” section on the SPICE Group website. This page also offers the feature to put your own
event on the list. Just click on “Add new information and you will be guided through the simple process.

Jun1 -3, 2016 in Amsterdam, Netherlands: The University-Industry Interaction Conference 2016
The University Industry Innovation Network (UIIN) pants from all over the world and offers a sz
will host the 2016 University-Industry Interaction wide variety of presentations and workshops %, &

Conference, a key event for academics, researchers,
practitioners and business people involved in universi-
ty-industry interaction, innovation and entrepreneur-
ship. This event usually attracts around 400 partici-

and networking opportunities to interact, share
knowledge, and establish new contacts.
Contact: Conference Manager, Femke de Jong
Conference website / SDO Profile UIIN

Jun 8 - 9, 2016 in Berlin, Germany: NOAH Berlin 2016

NOAH Berlin again will be a unique discussion plat-
form for CEOs and founders from key industry verti-
cals (entire program conducted in English). NOAH
will be a platform for digital challengers and industry

leaders in automotive, energy, healthcare,
education, finance, travel, TMT, retail, gam-
ing, and other sectors An invitation is need-
ed for registration. See online form.

Jun 13 - 16, 2016 in Berlin, Germany: TOA — Tech Open Air 2016

5.000 attendees,39 countries, 110 international speak-
ers and 150 satellite events across the city during three
event days — this was the TOA 15, Tech Open Air
in Berlin. The “world’s first crowdfunded festival” of

Entrepreneurship,  Music, Art, Science,
and Food that aims “to provide a platform céich
for others to build upon”. openair
Early bird ticket sales for TOA16 started on website

TOA

Jun 23 - 24, 2016 in Bucharest, Romania: ICEIRD 2016

ICEIRD 2016, the 9" International Conference on
Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Regional Develop-
ment “Responsible Entrepreneurship. Vision, De-
and Ethics” is organized by the National University

of Political Studies Public Admin and i RD
the University of Sheffield,. For details

and the Call for Papers, see website. 2016
Contact: ICEIRD email Website: ICEIRD 2016

The 21% International conference
on Innovation “Innovation and
Technology Convergence—
Strategy for Smart Growth*
will be held in Riga, September 15 — 16, 2016, orga-
nized by BASTIC, the business innovations associa-
tion of the Baltic States.
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Sep 15 - 16, 2016 in Riga, Latvia, Baltic Dynamics 2016

This year the conference will also feature a special
workshop session on “Entrepreneurship Ecosystems”
to discuss why they are needed and practical experi-
ences of how to build, maintain, and develop them.
More details about this event are available on page 4 of
this newsletter.

Contact: Ints Viksna, email, Conference website

Sep 22+23 NEXT in Hamburg @ Reeperbahn Festival

The next NEXT conference will be held in Hamburg, minds, will join inspiration and networking and
September 22 + 23, 2016. Since more than a decade make their company fit for the future.
is the event for those who actively participate in shap- Reeperbahn Festival will be held Sep 21-25.

ing the digital transformation. About 1.300 creative

The

-

Contact: Jessica Storch email , details + tickets at website

Sep 25 - 27, 2016 in Mannheim, Germany: Annual BVIZ Conference

The German Federal Association of
Innovation, Technology, and Startup
Centers will organize its 2016 confer-
ence in Mannheim, Germany.

The conference will be hosted by the “Mannheimer
Grindunszentren GmbH and held in the business
incubator “Mafinex Technologiezentrum”

The City of Mannheim has a unique system of entre-
preneurship and startup support organized mainly by
one company (the conference host) with specialized
“satellite” centers for business incubation. More details
are available in this newsletter on pages 9 -11

Contact:

More information see BVIZ website

Oct 8 - 9, 2016 in Berlin, Germany: Entrepreneurship Summit 2016

The Entrepreneurship Summit 2016 to be held Octo-
ber 8 — 9, 2016 in Berlin as in earlier years is expect-
ing again about 1,500 participants - based on the
“Everyone has the potential to founder. Be an entre-
preneur”. Highly qualified and experienced speakers

will provide input and participants
can work together on their business
concepts. 5
Contact: Stiftung Entrepreneurship, email
Website Entrepreneurship Summit
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The Fascination of Co-working - Potentials for Companies and their Employees

Fraunhofer IAO has annonced publication of a book
on co-working authored by Stefan Rief, Klaus-Peter
Stiefel, Anges Weil} , and Wilhelm Bauer (ed):

Ty

“In the world of work, a phenomenon
has emerged that appears to be at least
a paradox; Office work is now sudden-
ly performed here in cost-effective, ..,
partially in the cheapest, infrastructure. —
Organization appears to have almost #

ceased to exist. And of all the things it is these so-
called co-working spaces that develop attractiveness,
performance and creativity that are unparalleled in

most companies. How can this be, and to what extent
are these developments compatible?

This book pursues two objectives:

Firstly presenting the fascinating nature of co-working.
Secondly, answering the question how, and in which
manner companies can benefit from this form of col-
laboration. One thing is for sure: the influence of co-
working will undoubtedly change knowledge work.”
The book “The Fascination of Co-working “ (ISBN
978-3-8396-0764-0) is available as print version (PDF)
and e-book at a price of Euro 24,00.

To order visit website; Contact: Juliane Segedi, email

Start Smart - Annual SOOIPP Conference 2016 in Warsaw with Park Eagles Award

This year’s annual conference of the Polish Business
Incubation Association (PBICA) took place in War-
saw (May 17-29) dedicated to the services for innova-
tion and entrepreneurship for smart growth. Leading
innovation centers of Poland presented and many
aspects of economic life relevant to the innovation
ecosystem, and affecting the shape and direction of
development were discussed.

At the conference, for the sixth time, leading compa-
nies in the Polish innovation centers received prizes
InnoFirm Park Eagles that were awarded during the
gala dinner.

Also SOOIPP certificates for meeting performance
standards for innovation centers were awarded to:
Wroclaw Technology Park and the Elblag Technology
Park..

As every year, conference presentations and discus-
sions were a contribution to the formulation of conclu-

sions and proposals regarding the environment of Busi-
ness and Innovation Centers in relation to the economic
environment and the public administration. Such a doc-
ument was handed over to the Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki, ministers in the Ministry of Development
and the Ministry of Science and Higher Education. They
were sent also to the Parliament and the President's
Office and the Marshals of Polish regions. The paper

can be downloaded
J'ie‘v'-"nﬂ‘
SOOI

S Elged11-1gd from the associa-

tion’swebsite (in
Polish language).
Participants of the conference also voted for the most
appreciated presentations - the winner this year was the
Wroctaw Technology Park, presented by Vice-
President, Marek Winkowskiego.

Contact: Marzena Mazewa, email

SDO Profile: PBICA

About People

New Director for Kaunas Science and Technology Park

Dr. Vygintas Grinis has been appointed Director of the
Kaunas Science and Technology Park, one of the
founding members of SPICE Group.

Dr. Vygintas Grinis is a Doctor of Technical Sciences
and former Chairman of the Board of Kaunas City
Municipality (currently the position is held by the
Mayor of the City) and was Lithuanian Ambassador to
Czech Republic and Hungary. From 2002 he was

responsible for economic development, investment and
strategic planning in Kaunas City (Head of Investment
and Strategic Planning Department). For last 7-8 years
was supervising the activities of Municipality managed
science and technology park "Technopolis” in Kaunas.
More about Kaunas Science and Technology Park see
SDO Profile KSTP

Contact: Vygintas Grinis email virgis@ktc.lt

And finally...

We hope you enjoyed reading this newsletter — and always appreciate your information to
publish in upcoming editions. We also invite you to comment so that we understand how to
improve “SPICE Update” according your needs.

Interesting questions are, for example, are, if the topics covered should be refocused, in the
quarterly frequency is sufficient, if you prefer other formats then the used printable layout.
Looking forward to hearing from you we are sending best regards from summer in Berlin

Heinz Fiedler & Larisa Brovarska

SPICE Update is the newsletter of SPICE Group. It is published 4 -6 times per year and regularly is delivered free of charge to members of
the network as well as selected partners. Articles for publication are invited and will be published under the name of the author. Although
we do our best for making sure that published information is correct we cannot accept responsibility for errors that may occur nor for web-
site links provided. Editor: Heinz Fiedler, SPICE Group, Niedstr. 40, 12159 Berlin, Germany, Email update@spice-group.net

20


https://shop.iao.fraunhofer.de/publikationen/faszination-coworking.html?id=608
mailto:presse@iao.fraunhofer.de
http://www.sooipp.org.pl/aktualnosci/wnioski-z-xxvii-dorocznej-konferencji-sooipp-n110
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=44
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2086
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2086
mailto:m.mazewska@sooipp.org.
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=51
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=41
mailto:virgis@ktc.lt
mailto:update@spice-group.net

